
Pre-Trial Hearing 

DCFS RESPONSIBILITIES TIME FRAME 

TEMPORARY CUSTODY/SHELTER CARE 

ADJUDICATION TRIAL 

DISPOSITIONAL HEARING 

PERMANENCY REVIEW HEARING 

SUBSEQUENT PRH EVERY 6 MONS. 

TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS HEARING 

Hotline Call 

Protective Custody 

LOW RISK CASE– Child left at 

home as intact family  

INDICATED CASE 

(Court decides if removal was necessary.  If 

not, child goes home and case is closed)  

GAL appointed 

Deny Petition Stipulate to Court in Petition 

(Court decides if abuse/neglect 

occurred) 

Dismiss Petition 

•DCFS completes investigation 

•Caseworker assigned 

 

•Integrated Assessment (IA) 

completed 

•Client Service Plan (CSP) 

completed 

(Child ward of the court) 
•Client Service Plan Signed 

•Services for CSP Planned 

•DCFS Administrative Case 

Review (ACR) 
(Court determines goal) 

•DCFS Legal screening 

•Unfitness of Parent 

•Child’s Best Interest 

Guardianship Independence Return Home 

Initial Event 

 

48 hours 

90 days 

30 days from 

Adjudication 

12 months after 

Temporary Custody 

and/or 6 months after 

Disposition 

Adoption 


