GUARDIAN ad Litem REPORT TO COURT 
CASA KANE COUNTY
	

CASE NUMBER(S):	20 JA-64	TEMPORARY CUSTODY DATE:	05/28/2020	
                                                                                   ADJUDICATION DATE:	10/13/2020	
                                                                                      DISPOSITION DATE:	11/20/2020
                                                                                      LAST PRH DATE:	02/22/2021
                                                                                      DATE OF GOAL CHANGE:	02/22/2021
HEARING DATE:	07/19/2021
		
PURPOSE OF HEARING:  Termination of Parental Rights/Best Interest		

IN THE MATTER OF:  
	DOB	AGE	
Amy Freeman	03/23/2020	15 months
	
INTERVIEWED:  
Jennifer D.	Foster Mother

REPORTS and MATERIALS REVIEWED: 

	DATE OF REPORT / TITLE

	02/23/2021 - Family Service Plan



DATES OF ALL CHILD VISITS: 
08/03/2020, 09/27/2020, 11/17/2020, 12/20/2020, 02/03/2021, 03/10/2021, 04/06/2021; in-person
10/19/2020, 01/17/2021, 05/08/2021, 06/09/2021; virtual
		
ICWA:  This case does not have Indian Child Welfare Act involvement.

CASE HISTORY:
Amy was born at 29 weeks gestation on March 20, 2020. Both she and her mother, Mary Freeman, tested negative for substances, but because she wasn’t able to gain weight, she wasn't released from the hospital until May 26, 2020. There is an older sibling who is currently in care under case number 18JA47 who was born substance exposed and Mother tested positive for substances during its intact case. Neither Mother, Ms. Freeman, nor Doug Freeman, Legal Father, complied with the recommended services in the service plan or participated in substance abuse services. Amy was removed because the conditions of the service plan have not been completed by either parent for her sibling’s case.

FINDINGS R	ELATED TO THE CHILD:

Amy Freeman (15 months old)

Child’s Physical Safety & Welfare:
Amy lives with Jennifer D., Foster Mother in Geneva.  She resides with Jennifer and Jennifer’s two biological sons, ages nine and seven. Amy sleeps in a crib in her own room. Amy enjoys age-appropriate toys. There are safety gates that do not allow her to roam out of the family living areas or to go upstairs. The kitchen cabinet that contains cleaning supplies is locked. The other kitchen cabinets are open, and Amy enjoys playing with the pots, pans, and plastic bowls. The home does have a pool that is fenced with a self-closing and locking gate. The sliding glass door that leads to the backyard has an alarm that sounds when the door is opened. Amy enjoys eating all kinds of foods. She eats three meals and two snacks daily. She has always been observed dressed appropriately for weather and has clothes for every season in advance. She has many pairs of shoes and has just started walking. CASA/GAL has observed the home to be well maintained, clean, comfortable and without apparent safety issues.  

Development of Child’s Identity
Amy has lived with her foster family since being discharged from the hospital after she was born. She has been introduced to extended family and friends and attends daycare a couple of days a week. She is able to adapt to others and is not afraid of meeting new people. Amy is meeting all developmental milestones for her age, therefore did not qualify for Early Intervention. She is content with most anyone that she meets but will crawl quickly to foster brothers when she sees them. CASA/GAL has watched her grow and develop like a typical one year old. 

Amy has a strong attachment to her foster family.  She looks for Jennifer D. and readily responds to her foster siblings, both of whom enjoy pushing her on the swing outside, reading to her, and chasing her around. CASA/GAL has observed that Amy is not currently saying any words but will make sounds to communicate her needs. 

Jennifer D. has stated that she would be willing to maintain contact with Mr. and Ms. Freeman as long as the contact is appropriate. She has not met any extended biological family but would be willing to meet them to see if contact is beneficial and appropriate. Jennifer D. has requested visits with Amy’s sibling, but due to restrictions at his placement, this has not been an option. 

Child’s Familial, Culture and Religious Background
Amy is bi-racial, and Jennifer D. is fostering her cultural background through books, dolls, music, and friends. 

Amy does have a sibling that she has not met yet due to COVID restrictions at his current placement. 

Child’s Sense of Attachment:
Amy is very attached to the foster family and their extended family. She responds to Jennifer D. as “mama” and loves to be held by and to play her foster siblings.  She is part of the family and is included in all sporting events and extended family gatherings. CASA/GAL has observed a special attachment with foster parent’s father, whom Amy calls “Da”. 

Amy is included in all family photographs which CASA/GAL has observed to be displayed in the home.  Amy appears to feel safe and nurtured in this home. She feels comfortable when she has to attend daycare and has no issues on the days she attends.  Jennifer D. is willing to provide permanency by way of adoption.

Child’s Wishes:
Amy is too young to express her wishes with respect to her permanency however, she is clearly bonded to her foster family. 

Child’s Community Ties:
Amy attends daycare at Ivy Learning Academy in Geneva during the week when foster parent is working. She is not involved in any services or activities at this time. She does attend sporting events with foster siblings and extended family events.  

CASA/GAL has seen videos of Amy dressed up for all occasions. She dressed up for Halloween and Christmas pictures with the family. Foster mother has many outfits for all special occasions. Amy plays with other children in the neighborhood around her age and foster mother’s best friend has a son around the same age that comes to visit often. During the summer season, the foster family has many other children over to swim and play in the backyard. 

Child’s Need for Permanence:
Amy has been with the foster family since she was 8 weeks old. Now at 15 months, this is the only family she knows.

The Uniqueness of Family & Child
Amy completed an Early Intervention assessment and did not qualify since she is meeting age-appropriate developmental milestones. The foster family is filling all of her needs.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. The Court find that it is in Amy Freeman’s best interest for the parental rights of Mary and Doug Freeman be terminated and that the minor be free for adoption.
2. The Court proceed to Permanency Review Hearing instanter and should consider the permanency goal of adoption for the minor. 
3. Court finds at the Permanency Review Hearing that minor remain a ward of the court and make the following additional findings: 
a) Custody and guardianship remain with DCFS.
b) Client Service Plan and services are appropriate.
c) Agency has made reasonable efforts. 


Respectfully submitted by CASA/GAL:  Carla U.	Date:   06/28/2021
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